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Commissioner for Patents 
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SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION 
OF PAUL VEGLIANTE SUBMITTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.132 



Sir: 



I, Paul Vegliante, Executive Vice President of Operations of AEP Industries, Inc. 
(hereinafter referred to as "AEP"), assignee of the above-referenced application, with offices 
located at 125 Phillips Avenue, South Hackensack, New Jersey 07606, and an inventor of the 
above-described patent application, hereby declares as follows: 

1. I am the same Paul Vegliante who submitted the previous Declaration Of Paul 
Vegliante under 37 CFR 1.132, in connection with the instant patent application. I submit this 
Supplemental Declaration in furtherance of my previous Declaration, the entirety of which I 
incorporate herein by reference, and to supply additional evidence concerning film cutter 
invention claimed in my patent application. 

2. I have reviewed the prior art that has been cited during the prosecution of the 
instant application, and have found and believe that there is one very important distinction 
between the prior art and my claimed invention. An important matter, which is applicable to all 
of the rejections in the Action, including those based upon the combination of Lucas and 
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Wankow, and the Chuang reference and device, one must point to one very important distinction 
between the prior art and the claimed invention. None of the cited prior art references discloses a 
rail surface that provides cohesion between a rail surface and the film, as opposed to friction or 
adhesion, to enable the film to be cut by the cutter blade, both before during and after cutting. 
Cohesion, adhesion and friction are scientifically different instrumentalities. Cohesion or 
cohesive attraction is a property of substances, caused by the intermolecular attraction between 
like-molecules within the substances or materials that act to unite them. Adhesion is the 
tendency of certain dissimilar molecules to cling together due to attractive forces. Friction or dry 
friction uses a static charge to create an attraction between the surfaces of materials. The use of 
cohesion in the rail cutter of the instant invention, by intermolecular attraction of like molecules, 
is unique over the prior art in that it very firmly holds the film to be cut in place, before, during 
and after cutting, in a manner that is superior to the prior art devices that use friction, vinyl spots, 
rollers, hand pressure and similar means, as disclosed in the cited art. 

3. Wankow, the only reference that arguably uses vinyl spots for some cohesion, 
teaches away from the present invention. Wankow's vinyl spots do have cohesion but are used to 
stop static cling from pulling the film back inside the box. The vinyl spots of Wankow teach 
away from the invention because they are positioned on the opposite side of the serrated cutting 
blade. The serrated cutting blade acts as a fulcrum where the opposite side of the vinyl spots 
needs to have hard, quick movement in order to serrate the film against the blade. The argument 
that Wankow's spots help in cutting goes against the laws of physics. On one side of the fulcrum 
Wankow uses three spots with very small cling properties to hold the film still (which is 1/10 the 
thickness and weight of paper). Very little cling is needed to avert the forces of static friction. 
On the opposite side, by way of common sense and physics, the cutting blade needs movement 
of the film and substantial downward pressure to cut the film on the static serrated blade. The 
claim that it aids in cutting is without merit. Because Wankow's spots have nothing to do with 
the cutting operation the claim that the combination of Lucas and Wankow renders that claims 
obviousness also holds no merit. The dots of Wankow are not used in the cutting mechanism at 
all; therefore a correlation between instant invention and the vinyl spots cannot be made. 



1328729 



2 



Serial No. 09/970,015 



Docket No. 2112-342.1 US 



Commercial Success Of The Invention 

4. As I stated in my previous Declaration, the AEP slide cutter corresponds to claim 
1 of the instant patent application. Further, it should be noted that the slide cutter as a whole is 
what is embraced by claim 1. That is, the AEP slide cutter is not a part or component of some 
other larger product 

5. Attached hereto as Exhibit G is graphic excerpt of an economic data summary 
from an independent Plastic Wrap Market Report ("PWMR"). The PWMR is issued annually 
and provides independent and reliable sales information and analyses concerning the Plastic 
Wrap Market, including such information and analyses for film cutters sold with plastic wrap. 
As shown on the lower right hand corner of Exhibit G, the PWMR is based on independent data 
from ACNielsen Scanned Data and Wal-Mart HomeScan Data. 

6. The PWMR in Exhibit G is based on the ACNielsen and Wal-Mart data for the 52 
week period ending January 29, 2005. Id., lower right hand corner. 

7. As shown in the PWMR, approximately 89 million units of film cutters were sold 
during the relevant period. Also, as shown, Reynolds (16%) and Saran (8%) totaled 
approximately 25% of the market. During that period, Saran was an AEP customer, and, to the 
very best of my knowledge, sold the AEP film cutters which are the subject of the claims of the 
instant patent application, and Reynolds was infringing the instant application. Thus, according 
the objective and independent data of ACNielsen and Wal-Mart, the assignee of the instant 
patent application penetrated, by 2005, at least 25% of the market for all film cutters. And, these 
figures exclude the 30 to 50 million film cutters made according to my invention in over 22 
countries around the globe, as set forth in my previous Declaration. 

8. Based on the data in the PWMR, the fact that (based on our company's marketing 
sales records) that 22 countries use our film cutter or copies thereof of my invention, and my 
best conservative estimates, I can safely and conservatively declare that 30-70 million of my 
cutters are sold around the globe. 

9. Attached hereto as Exhibit H is documentation, including a spreadsheet provided 
by SC Johnson/Saran showing its estimate in early 2004 for the sale of 9.6 million pieces of the 
AEP slide cutter which is the subject of the instant application. 

10. To supplement my previous Declaration, the commercial success of the AEP film 
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cutter, as described above and based on independent and reliable data, which is the subject of the 
instant patent application, penetrated as much as 25% of the retail sales market, with zero dollars 
spent in marketing or advertising. Thus, this commercial success was realized on the merits of 
the product alone. 

11. Patents have been granted to AEP in Canada, Australia and New Zealand, the 
only foreign countries where applications were made that correspond to the instant application. 



12. As I stated in my previous Declaration, there was and is wide spread copying of 
the invention covered by the instant application. 

13. Attached hereto as Exhibit I are photographs of the Anchor Wrap Packaging 
product. As shown in the second page of this Exhibit is a photograph of a copy of the slide 
cutters of the instant invention that have been copied and sold by Anchor Wrap Packaging at 
least as early as 2004. We have investigated examined these slide cutters and have determined 
that they are copies of the slide cutters of the instant invention. 

14. Attached hereto as Exhibit J is an excerpt from a Reynolds product locator web 
page, which shows Reynolds' sales of "EZ slide" with its plastic wrap. We have investigated 
examined the EZ slide cutters and have determined that they are copies of the slide cutters of the 
instant invention. 

15. Attached hereto as Exhibit K are photographs of the Diamant Films Inc., of 
Canada, product. As shown in this Exhibit, the Diamant product is sold with a copy of the slide 
cutters of the instant invention that have been copied. The Diamant copy of our slide cutter has 
been sold up to this year. We have investigated examined these slide cutters and have determined 
that they are copies of the slide cutters of the instant invention. 

16. Attached hereto as Exhibit L are documents pertaining to the copying of the slide 
cutter of the instant invention by Pliant Corporation, Polyvinyl Company and Metal Edge 
International, Inc. This information was supplied to us by our business partner Sonoco. As 
evidenced by this Exhibit, as of approximately, 2008, Pliant was selling copies of the slide cutter 
of the instant invention, copied and supplied by Polyvinyl, in what we believe to be significant 
amounts until they lost their account with Costco. However, after the loss of the Costco account, 



Copying Of The Invention 
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Pliant continued to sell copies of the invention, but in lesser amounts. Also shown in Exhibit L, 
are photographs of Metal Edge's products, which are sold with slide cutters. We have 
investigated examined these slide cutters and have determined that they are copies of the slide 
cutters of the instant invention. We believe that Metal Edge has promised to stop copying our 
invention after receiving our objections to their conduct. All of these companies are active in 
both the United States and Canada. 

17. Attached hereto as Exhibit M is a copy of a patent application filed by Alcoa, Inc. 
As shown in mis document, the claims filed in the Alcoa application, clearly describe the slide 
cutter of the instant invention. Thus, Alcoa has sought to patent the slide cutter of the instant 
application. 

1 8. Attached hereto as Exhibit N is an identification of at least some of the companies 
that have copied our slide cutter, including Durable Packaging International. Based on our 
investigation and evaluation, these companies have copied the slide cutter of the instant 
invention during one period of time or another, as set forth above and my previous Declaration, 
although some of them have ceased their copying. 

19. Together with my previous Declaration, this Supplemental Declaration supplies 
the "hard" evidence of commercial success and wide spread copying of the slide cutter of the 
invention of the instant patent application, as was requested in the most recent Official Office 
Action. 

20. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and, further, that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing therefrom. 
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From: Sean Neibenger [mailto:sean@kaisermarketing.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 17, 2004 3:45 PM 
To: Vegliante, Paul 
Subject: SC Johnson Box 
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Original Message 

From: Filipowicz, Clint T. [mailto : CTFi 1 ipo@sc j . com] 

Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2004 6:31 PM 

To: Filipowicz, Clint T . ; Vegliante, Paul; Gerulski, Kristopher W.; Oster, Paul H.; Sabol 
Jr, John S.; Morrissey, Thomas E. ; Sasso, Robert; 'Mike . TuckerS sonoco. com 1 ; 
'Rudy. Pavlik@sonoco.com' ; Yasatan, Mary Kay 
Subject: RE: SCJ Volume Estimates 

All, 

I noticed a slight error in my spreadsheet. When I changed from a 6-month forecast to a 
12-month forecast, I didn't add all of the columns correctly at the bottom. I have 
corrected that in the enclosed forecast. 

Also, there is a large spike in July requirements to account for Holiday volume, please 
take a look to ensure we have ramp-up capacity to meet the first three months of launch, 
as these are critical. ' 

Thanks, 

Clint 



-Original Message-- 

From: Filipowicz, Clint T. 

Sent: Wednesday, January 21, 2004 10:44 AM 

To: 'Vegliante, Paul ' ; Filipowicz, Clint T.; Gerulski, Kristopher W. ; Oster, Paul H • 
Sabol Jr, John S.; Morrissey, Thomas E. ; Sasso, Robert; Mike . TuckerS sonoco . com; 
Rudy.Pavlik@sonoco.com; Yasatan, Mary Kay 
Subject: RE: SCJ Volume Estimates 



No problem with ordering full container quantities of cutters. Actually, during the first 
3 months of launch, it looks like 800,000 actually works better with our projected demand 
^fJn 0 ,' 000 - This allows us to order 200,000 less cutters for the first month and 
400,000 less over the first three months, which allows Sonoco more lead time for startup 
After the first three months, it means we will have larger inventories and therefore it 
will affect our cash flow negatively. 



1 



Enclosed, I updated the volume estimate to reflect 800,000 container quantities. I would 
still like Rudy /Mike to review the dates and let us know when production must begin to 
meet our initial launch quantities. Note that I copied our planner on Saran, Mary Kay 
Yasatan, so that she can get involved in some of the lead time issues. 

Thanks, 

Clint 



— Original Message 

From: Vegliante, Paul [mailto:VeglianP@aepinc.com] 
Sent : Wednesday, January 21, 2004 9:17 AM 

To: Filipowicz, Clint T. ; Gerulski, Kristopher W. ; Oster, Paul H.; Sabol Jr, John S.; 
Morrissey, Thomas E. ; Sasso, Robert; Mike.Tucker@sonoco.com; Rudy. Pavlik@sonoco.com 
Sub j ect : RE: SCJ Volume Estimates 



Thanks for the information Clint. Our containers hold approximately 550,000 -600,000 
unxts when the slide cutters are in the bag. However, when the cutters are not in a bag 
the containers hold approximately 800,000 units . I will confirm that number for you by 
week's end. It is critical that we fully utilize the containers because the 33% increase 
per load was a major consideration in getting the prices down. 

Hopefully this works well for both of us as these containers will represent a 30 day 
supply based on projections. Thanks again. 

Paul Vegliante 



Original Message 

From: Filipowicz, Clint T. [mailto:CTFilipo@scj.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2004 6:08 PM 

To: Gerulski, Kristopher W.; Filipowicz, Clint T. ; Oster, Paul H. ; Sabol Jr, John S.; 
Morrissey, Thomas E. ; Vegliante, Paul; Sasso, Robert ; Mike.Tucker@sonoco.com; 
' Rudy . Pavli k@ sonoco . com ' 
Subject: SCJ Volume Estimates 

Gentlemen, 

Thank you for participating in a valuable meeting today and for your support on this 
project. Again, we appreciate your cooperation. 

Please find enclosed a preliminary volume estimate and desired delivery schedule for 
sliding cutters. This is our best current estimate and will not be binding, but will give 
an idea of the necessary ramp-up in automation to meet our launch timing and projected 1st 
year quantities. Note that firmer projections will be available around mid-May, after our 
final round of consumer testing. However, due to that late timing, the launch quantities 
for the first 2-3 months will likely remain as enclosed. 

Also, I used Rudy's worst-case estimate of 6 weeks for shipping from Germany to Michigan. 
Do I need to add more time for freight from the Czech plant to Hamburg, or is that covered 
m the 6 weeks? 

Finally, I used 500,000 as a full container quantity. If that number is actually higher, 
we will have to readjust the schedule, as it is based on ordering full containers. 

Please let me know if this schedule is achievable. Also, please work backwards from our 
estimated first ship date and subsequent following ship dates to estimate the day that you 
first need to start production. I believe this corresponds to around February 15, but 
please verify on your end. 

We are looking forward to working with you and meeting in Vienna next month. 
Thanks again. 

Best Regards, 
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Clint Filipowicz 
Custom Manufacturing 
SC Johnson 
(262) 260-5052 

ctfilipodscj .com 

«AEP Cutter Volume 



Estimate 12-22-03 . xls» 
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From: Hughes, John 

Sent! Tuesday, December 02, 2008 9:48 AM 
To: Kuhne, Roger; Shahpazian, Robert 
Cc: Sasso, Robert; Vegliante, Paul 
Subjects RE: AEP Royalty from Sonoco - Nov 2008 

Enclosed is the AEP Royalty from Sonoco for November 2008, which again lists 'No sales subject to royalty". 

Thanks, 
John Hughes 
AEP Industries Inc. 

201-807-2313 
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From: McGrath, Nathaniel 

Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2008 9:13 AM 

To: Powers, John; Scoledes, Jim; Webb, Joe; Vegliante, Paul 

Cc: Arfea, Patrj 

Subject: RE: Wal-Mart & Sams dub 
John 

Paul Warnica sent me a note with all the web site and I just added a few comments 

If you require any further information please let me know. 

Nat 

From: Warnica, Paul 

Sent: Tuesday, May 13, 2008 6:07 PM 

To: McGrath, Nathaniel 

Subject: Competitive Slide Cutters 

Nat, 

I've redone me email to include a 6 th company supplying slide cutters; Durable Packaging International. 

1. Pliant 

JlSiSlfSS 8 "? 1"° '°« 9er 80 L Went t0 P,ianrs (U S) P a 9 e - Under WraP-" ,ink ^ey describe a 
serrated blade and slide cutter mechanism" as being available. There are no pictures or further product 
descnptions provided. I have never seen a Wrap-It box with a slide cutter (other than ours) 
www.pliantcorp mm h 
[McGrath, Nathaniel] 

Pliant uses the Zip safe blade to go to market with 2 items. 
12"x3000' Kirkland Brand and 11x1000' Vita Wrap. 

2. Anchor 

Their web page provides a product description, picture and code for their 'Purity Wrap Safety Cutter". It comes in 
a 30 pack and is available in 12, 18 and 24" widths. From the photo it seems very similar to our slide cutter IVe 
never seen one in the field. I've left a message for Barry, though have not heard back 
[McGrath, Nathaniel] 

A couple of the OPCO branches of Sysco buy Anchor Slide Cuter type blade. 

www.anchorpackaginq mm 

3. Western Plastics 

They have what appear to be, our old yellow slide cutters listed on their web site. They offer 12 and 1 8" widths. 
www.wpl3stics.com 

[McGrath, Nathaniel] 



12/02/2009 



Page 2 of 3 



Western does make the blade available, all though I've never seen one in our market 

4. Reynolds 

There are no cutter options offered on their Canadian site other than the "Grit Edge". I know they approached 
Sysco Peterborough several years ago with a version of our slide cutter, though apparently it didn't work very 
well, and in fact they refused to leave them a sample. Other than the one I saw in our office, I have never seen 
their slide cutter in the field. 
www.revnoldsfood packag ing ca 

[McGrath, Nathaniel] 

Reynolds doesn't go to market here in Canada with a Slide Cutter type blade. 

5. Ralston 

Their PE cutter box is still listed on their web site. It comes with a "safety slider cutter blade". A former Ralston rep 

told me that they are no longer pushing this product 

www.cttarou D.com/ralston/enalish 

[McGrath, Nathaniel] 

3 years ago Ralston came to market with a polyethylene based film in 1 rand17"x2500' dispenser/ Slide Cutter 
type blade. 

They never got a 2 nd order and we have seen or heard of them in 2 years. 
We sold Ralston 650,000 lbs of PVC last year through Trinity plastic. 

6. Durable packaging Infl 

Although their web site doesn't mention them, their price list clearly lists a "safety slide cutter disp box". Available 
in 12, 18 and 24" widths. There are no pictures on their brochure so I can't tell if they are adhesive blades, though 
if they ship with each box they most likely are. 

[McGrath, Nathaniel] 

We haven't seen a box in our market yet 

Paul 



From: Powers, John 

Sent: Saturday, May 10, 2008 4:38 PM 

To: Scoledes, Jim; McGrath, Nathaniel; Webb, Joe; Vegliante, Paul 
Cc: Ariza, Patti 

Subject: RE: Wal-Mart & Sams Club 
Lets discuss our Canada patent approval 

1. cease & desist 

2. royalties 



paul v have u gotten direction from our lawyers? 



From: Scoledes, Jim 

Sent: Thursday, May 08, 2008 3:44 PM 

To: McGrath, Nathaniel 

Cc: Powers, John; Scoledes, Jim 

Subject: Wal-Mart & Sams dub 

Hello Nat, 
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Can you advise me as to who the current vendors are to Wal-Mart and Sam's Club in Canada? 

A sample of each would be appreciated. 

Thanks, 
Jim Scoledes 
124 San Remo Drive 
Islamorada, Fl. 33036 

305-607-4136 
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From: Mike.Tucker@sonoco.com [mailto:Mike.Tucker@sonoco.com] 

Sent: Friday, January 11, 2008 3:18 PM 

To: Vegliante, Paul; Paul" <VeglianP@aepinc.com,@sonoco.com 

Cc: Sasso, Robert 

Subject: Confirming European 



Paul, 

This email is to confirm the verbal agreement today between myself and Paul Vegliante that Sonoco and AEP will 
split royalties with Global (France) and Sonoco's agent in Israel. Sonoco will make every effort to get a royalty of 
$.08 with Global and $.10 in Israel. Sonoco will not go below a minimum of $.07 per cutter with Global and $.08 
cents in Israel. These royalties will be split 50/50, paid and reported in the normal monthly process currently in 
place. 

Please reply back to me that the statement above is correct. 

Thanks, 

Mike Tucker 

Sonoco Molded Plastics 
Phone: 518-392-1760 
Fax: 518-392-2022 
Cell: 518-369-9307 



This e-mail message and all documents which accompany it are intended only for the use of the 
individual or entity to which addressed, and may contain privileged or confidential information. 
Any unauthorized disclosure or distribution of this e-mail message is prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail message in error, please notify the sender and delete this from all computers. 
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From: Hughes, John 

Sent: Monday, November 02, 2009 4:36 PM 

To: Kuhne, Roger; Shahpazian, Robert 

Cc: Vegliante, Paul; Sasso, Robert; Frankovits, Martina 

Subject: AEP Royalty from Sonoco - Oct 09 

Enclosed is the AEP Royalty from Sonoco for October 2009. 

Thanks, 
John Hughes 
AEP Industries Inc. 
201-807-2313 
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Slidecutter sales to Other Customers 2009 



Period 


Ship 

DATE Customer 


ltem# 


Size 


QUANTITY 
SHIPPED 


Rate 


AEP 

Commission 


per month 


1 


01/16/2009 MODLING SAS 


R-R04-B01 6-00-00 


19.12 EUROPE SUDECUT 


100,500 


0.062 


$ 


6,231.00 




2 


02/1 6/2009 APERIO GROUP (AUST.) PTY LTD, RAPFAST R-R04-B022-00-00 
02/16/2009 APERIO GROUP (AUST.) PTY LTD, RAPFAST R-RO4-B023-OO-O0 


484MM ZIPSAFE EUROPE 
364MM ZIPSAFE EUROPE 


162,000 
151200 


0.060000 
0.050000 


$ 
$ 


9,720.00 
7,560.00 


$1 7 280 00 


3 


03/04/2009 PLIANT CORP - 131 TORONTO 
03/29/2009 MODLING SAS 
03/04/2009 PLIANT CORP- 131 TORONTO 
03/16/2009 PLIANT CORPORATION PTY LTD 


R-R04-BO 14-00-00 
R-R04-B016-00-00 
R-R04-B018-00-00 
R-RO4-B022-O0-O0 


PLIANT 13.12" SLIDERBAR 
19.12 EUROPE SUDECUT 
ZIPSAFE EUROPE 12.25 
484MM ZIPSAFE EUROPE 


35,000 
30,000 

162,000 


0.062000 
0.065000 


s 
* 
* 
$ 


1,295.00 
1,860.00 
284.90 
10.530.00 


$13,969.90 


4 


04/17/2009 PLIANT FILM PRODUCTS GMBH 
04/1 7/2009 PLIANT FILM PRODUCTS GMBH 


R-R04-B018-00-00 
R-R04-B019-0O00 


ZIPSAFE EUROPE 12.25 
ZIPSAFE EUROPE 18.25 - 8027 


2,100 


0.081000 
0.091000 


$ 
$ 


170.10 
136.50 


$306.60 


5 


05/08/2009 PLIANT CORP - 1 3 1 TORONTO 
05/08/2009 PLIANT CORP - 131 TORONTO 


R-R03-B03 1-00-00 
R-R04-B014-00-00 


SEAL WRAP CUTTER 13.12 
PLIANT 13.12" SUDERBAR 


700 
42,000 


0.037000 


$ 


56.00 
1,554.00 


$1,610.00 


6 


06/02/2009 PLIANT CORP - 131 TORONTO 
06/02/2009 PLIANT CORP - 131 TORONTO 


R-R04-B01 7-00-00 
R-R04-B018-00-00 


AEP 25.12 EUROPE SUDECUT 
ZIPSAFE EUROPE 1225 


750 


0.090000 
0.037000 


* 
9 


67.50 
259.00 


$326.50 


7 


07/17/2009 PLIANT CORP- 131 TORONTO 
07/28/2009 PLIANT CORPORATION PTY LTD 
07/28/2009 PLIANT CORPORATION PTY LTD 


R-R03-B033-0OO0 
R-R04-B020-OW0 
R-R04-B022-00-00 


SEALWRAP CUTTER 19.12 
PUANT 14.5in (370MM) 
484MM ZIPSAFE EUROPE 


151,200 
162,000 


0.060000 


$ 
$ 


9.072.00 
9.720.00 


$18,862.00 


8 


08/21/2009 HANDA CORPORATION R-R03-B03I -00-00 
08/21/2009 HANDA CORPORATION R-R04-B014-O0-00 
08/21/2009 PLIANT CORP - 131 TORONTO R-R04-B014-00-00 
08/27/2009 APERIO GROUP (AUST.) PTY LTD, RAPFAST R-R04-B022-00-00 
08/27/2009 APERIO GROUP (AUST.) PTY LTD, RAPFAST R-R04-B023-00-00 


SEALWRAP CUTTER 13.12 
PLIANT 13.12" SUDERBAR 
PLIANT 13.12" SUDERBAR 
484MM ZIPSAFE EUROPE 
364MM ZIPSAFE EUROPE 


10 
700 
42.000 
162,000 
151.200 


0.050 
0.050 
0.037 
0.06 
0.0525 


$ 
$ 
* 
$ 
S 


0.50 
35.00 
1,554.00 
9.720.00 
7.938.00 


$19,247.50 


9 


NO SALES SUBJECT 








0.000000 






$0.00 


10 


10/02/2009 PLIANT CORP - 131 TORONTO 


R-R04-B0144JO-00 


PUANT 13.12" SUDERBAR 


42,000 






1,554.00 


$1,554.00 
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YTD Total 2009 $79,387.50 
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Original Message 

From: Vegliante, Paul [mailto:VeglianP@aepinc.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2004 11:44 AM 
To: ddunnmckay@mathewslaw.com 

Subject: FW: metal edge copy on inside new anchor box 



Diane, 

We need to get that "Methodology Patent" ASAP, this is becoming a huge problem for 
us. Have the revised claims been sent in with the definition of cling? 

Paul Vegliante 



Original Message 

From: ian [mailto:ianlili@charter.net] 

Sent: Saturday, January 31, 2004 2:38 PM 

To: Sean Neiberger Work 

Cc: Vegliante, Paul ; Sasso, Robert 

Subject: metal edge copy on inside new anchor box 

http: //www. anchorpackaging.com/isapi/isapi .dll 



This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the 
use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed . 

If you have received this email in error please notify the originator of the message. This 
footer also confirms that this email message has been scanned for the presence of computer 
viruses . 

Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where the 
sender specifies and with authority, states them to be the views of AEP Industries inc. 
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From: sean neiberger [mailtD:sean@allenreed.com] 
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 1:20 PM 
To: Vegliante, Paul 
Cc: Mike Tucker 

Subject: Reynolds EZ Slide Discontinued 
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Advances, Recipe Search - 



» Any New ReynoMsS HandMAM™ Vacuum Sealing 




(Simple $esmtt\ 



Reynolds® Hot Bags 
Reynolds® Plastic Wrap with EZ Slide 
Reynolds Wrap® Release® Grill Foil 
; Reynolds® Pot Lux™ Disposable Cookware 
Reynolds® FunShapes™ Baking Cups and Cake Pans 



Unfortunately due to low consumer demand, we have <Si 
inventory has been depleted. We regret that we cannot 
for any inconvenience this has caused. 



Cupcake . 



Reynolds, like many manufacturers, has established a policy of selling 
our products to wholesalers who, in turn, distribute them to retail 
establishments. Because of our contractual agreements with wholesalers, 
we cannot sell our products directly to consumers. 
If your local store does not stock a favorite Reynolds product, 
ct from My Brands Inc. and 



: Their contact information is: 



(frfanri^FM Favorites! 



395 Summit Point Dr., Ste.l 
Henrietta, m 14467 
Toll-free 1-888-281-6400 
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From: McGrath, Nathaniel 

Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2009 9:52 AM 

To: Webb, Joe; Doshi, Anil; Vegiiante, Paul 

Cc: Powers, John 

Subject: Dtamant Rims Inc. 
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Attached are 6 files on Diamant Films Inc. 

- Pictures of the boxes, Zip Safe type blade, and their address in Canada 

- 2 page brochures printed 4/17/2009. 

The only private brands dispensers we make in Canada is for Colabor in Quebec. One of their members bought a trucWoad of the 
above for. 

The 12x2000' for $9.00/roll and $11.00 for the 18"x2000\ 
Nat 
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Diamant Film Inc. 



The PVC-FfM Food Wrap Alternative 



Home Web Sales News Releases Links Contact Us 



BloSmartProducts 

November 28th, 2008 1 posted by Diamant Film Inc. in 
Please check back soon for developments in the BioSmartProducts line. 

Nor-X Tec h nolog y 

October 24th, 2007 j posted by Diamant Film Inc. in Ann ouncements 

Here are 18 major differences we used to differentiate between the two types of technologies, Nor-X advanced 
additives vsthe rest! 



PowerPoint Pre s entation 

This article presents a slide show made from a Powerpoint presentation about the Diamant film product. 



Diamant Food Wrap 

in Conte nt 




One of the world's first NON-PVC polystyrene-based 
stretch films, Diamant Food Wrap s a revdutioiwy- 
heaith oriented product that is both recyclable and 
ecologically friendly. 

For consumers who want an alternative to PVC-based 
stretch film. Diamant Food Wrap is the natural choice. 

Properties 

Contains no plasticizer or chlorine and is NON- 

carcmogenfc 

Completely recyclable 

Reduces Water vapor permeabity 

Requires 26% less material 



Web Sales 

CM nen? to buy Diamapt fXbim,. 

Never store your food in contact with PVC food wrap 

again. 

You don* have to wait for your grocery store to stop 
using PVC. You can have our PVC — Free film in your 
home now. As a courtesy, we sen Diamant 1m to the 
public via our Web site in quantities as small as one 
box. Your PVC-Free film wifl be defivered by courier 'm 
the attractive, and functional box you see here. 
To purchase a2000 foot roll of Diamant food wrap, dc 
here, or on the Web Sales button on the navigation bat 

About Us 

Diamant™ Film lnc.,a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Diamant Art Corp., (a pubidy traded company on the 
US OTCBB under the symbol DIAAF) is the exclusive 
distributor of Diamant 1 " Food Wrap. 
Diamant™ Film Inc. is dedicated to producing 
environmentally friendly products aimed at minimizing 
potution, maximizing the quality of life and preserving 
the environment 



http^/www.diamantfilm.com/ 
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Diamant Film Inc. | The P\ >'ree Food Wrap Alternative Fage2oiz 



Excellent elastic recovery Its goal is to manufacture value-driven products that ar 

Low sealing temperature means saving machine recyclable and can be reused. 

processing energy 

Self adhesive to all food trays 




ECO Logo certified by 
Program. For detail* vh»8; 



its unique qualities have earned Oiamant Food Wrap 
the ECO Logo certified by the Environmental Choice" 
Program. This Program is North America's leading 
benchmark of environmentally responsible products and 



Diamant has successful met the criteria for both the 
environmental and performance standards. 



AH pages copyright (©) Oiamant Film Inc. 2007 



htrpV/www.diamantfilrn.corn/ 
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From: Robert Shepherd [mailto:shep@mathewslaw.03m] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2009 3:05 PM 
To: VegHante, Paul 
Subject: metal edge 



Hi Paul, 



I just heard from the attorney representing Metal Edge. They are going to cease selling the slide cutter in 
Canada. I think they were stalling in their response to get some last sales out 




Bob 
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From: Mike.Tucker@sonoco.com tmailto:Mike.Tucker@sonoco.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 29, 2008 2:23 PM 
To: sean neiberger 
Cc: Vegliante, Paul 

Subject: Re: MetalEdge International - 



Sean & Paul, 

Pliant lost the Costco USA business last year. The samples I brought in to AEP offices in NJ where supplied by 
Polyvinyl and the Chinese slip on cutter. 

We have worked with P&G / Glad and they are not using a cutter bar at this time. They are discussing a new 
package with a cutter, but they are moving slowly. 

Pliant has consignment inventory of our cutter bars which is moving slowly. They have introduced the cutter to 
some new customers and said they are introducing a new consumer package. Their volume is extremely slow 
compared to when they had Costco. J 

Other news is: We received a large order in Europe, second customer in France and a second in Australia late 
last year. I am quoting another extruder to see if I can offset the impact of the Euro. This week the Euro hit a 
record against the dollar. ($1.51 USD fori Euro) 

Paul, I would like to get together soon, (week after next) 

Thanks, 

Mike Tucker 

Sonoco Molded Plastics 
Phone: 518-392-1760 
Fax: 518-392-2022 
Cell: 518-369-9307 



10 Paul Vegliante <VeglianPeaepinc.com> 
00 Mike Tucker <mike.tucker©sonoco.com> 
Subject MetalEdge International - 
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Paul: 

I was looking at the competition's website and noticed a few things 
that were most concerning. Look at the Glad product... Could he be 
working with them on adding his slide cutter to the boxes??? Also, it 
looks like he has used the Costco "Pliant" box in his website. I'm 
assuming were still the sole supplier to Pliant? 

Sean 

www . metaledge . com 



This e-mail message and all documents which accompany it are intended only for the use of the 
individual or entity to which addressed, and may contain privileged or confidential information. 
Any unauthorized disclosure or distribution of this e-mail message is prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail message in error, please notify the sender and delete this from all computers. 
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From: Scoledes, Jim 

Sent: Saturday, November 24, 2007 2:44 PM 
To: Vegliante, Paul; Sasso, Robert 
Cc: Powers, John; Barba, Brendan; Scoledes, Jim 
Subject: Polyvinyl 12x3000 at Costco 



Poly Vinyl has their new 12x3000ft in Costco at a retail price of $9.99 far below the market 
They have taken away this size from PLIANT at Costco??? 

Their product offers the user a slide cutter or greater edge in the same box. This is a very good concept 
since it over comes some of the objections that commercial users have to the slide cutter - and those are 
the folks who buy the 3,000ft roil. 

The slide cutter has a channel which fits on top of the cardboard support - no sticky tape. Also, their slide 
cutter rail has the 2 stops on each end of the rail. 

I would seriously consider doing cloning their product in our commercial sizes. 
Rob, 

I would appreciate it if someone could show this Costco product to John. 

Thanks, 
Jim 
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From: Sean Neiberger [mailto:sean@kaisermarketlng.com] 
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2004 1:40 PM 
To: Vegliante, Paul 

Cc: Michael Kaiser; Sasso, Robert; GarryPearson@ColorGraphics.com; Ian Kaiser 
Subject: ALCOA PATENT APPLICATION - March 4, 2004 



Gentlemen: 



Please read below the patent application filed by Alcoa, Inc. Please 
note the language used in claims clearly describe our product, 
however, claim 16 goes further to describe a co-extruded rail and its 
function. 



Sean Neiberger 

ALLEN REED COMPANY, INC. 
310-575-8704x 151 

United States Patent Application 
20040040429 
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Kind Code 
Al 

Nichols, Monica Stautner ; et al. 
March 4, 2004 

Roll supporting slide cutter assembly incorporating a 
traversable cutter tab and in particular capable of 
being supported within a carton enclosure associated 
with a wrap material roll 

Abstract 

A slide cutter assembly for use in sectioning lengths of a packaging 
material drawn from a roll. The device includes an elongated and 
shaped body. A first roll supporting portion is located at a first end of 
said body and a second roll supporting portion is likewise located at a 
second end of the body. A cutter assembly extends from a selected 
lengthwise extending edge of the body and upon which an unwound 
length of the packaging material comes into contact. The cutter 
assembly incorporates a traversable blade for sectioning from the roll 
the length of packaging material. The roll of packaging typically 
comes in a generally elongated and three-dimensional shaped 
packaging, the cutter device being constructed so that it may be 
supported within an interior defined by the packaging and upon first 
mounting the roll between the first and second roll supporting 
portions. 
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Inventors: 

Nichols, Monica Stautner; (Richmond, VA) ; Grassel, William EL; 
(Delmont, PA) ; Powell, G. Douglas; (Richmond, VA) ; Rider, 
Richard W.; (Midlothian, VA) ; Shoup, Jeffrey M.; (Delmont, PA) ; 
Skiles, Jean Ann; (Gibsonia, PA) ; Speer, Robert J.; (Upper Burrell, 
PA) ; Micle, Frank R.; (Irwin, PA) ; Plank, David; (Export, PA) 

Correspondence Name and Address: 

ALCOA INC 

ALCOA TECHNICAL CENTER 
100 TECHNICAL DRIVE 
ALCOA CENTER 
PA 

15069-0001 
US 

Serial No.: 
460953 

Series Code: 
10 

Filed: 
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June 12, 2003 

U.S. Current Class: 
83/455; 83/614 

U.S. Class at Publication: 
083/455; 083/614 



Intern'l Class: 

B26D 001/04; B26D 005/10 

Claims 



1. A slide cutter assembly for use in sectioning lengths of a flexible 
material drawn from a roll, the roll including a core having oppositely 
open ends, said assembly comprising: an elongated body; a first roll 
supporting portion located at a first end of said body and a second roll 
supporting portion located at a second end, the oppositely open ends 
of the film roll core seating within said first and second roll 
supporting portions and in order to rotatably secure the packaging roll 
to the elongated body; and a cutter assembly located along a 
lengthwise extending surface associated with said elongated body, 
said cutter assembly incorporating a traversable blade for sectioning 
from the roll an unwound length of the material. 



2. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 1, said blade of said 
cutter assembly further comprising a first gripping portion and a 
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second track seating portion traversably supported within a rail 
associated with said elongated body. 



3. The slide cutter assembly as described in clam 2, said track seating 
portion further comprising first and second offset portions for 
facilitating traversing of said blade a selected distance beyond an end 
of said rail. 



4. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 2, said rail further 
comprising an elongated and extruded plastic exhibiting an interior 
channel for receiving said track seating portion of said blade in 
traversable fashion. 



5. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 4, said rail further 
comprising first and second downwardly extending and elongated 
gripping portions, said elongated body further comprising at least one 
projecting snap portion over which said gripping portions are 
biasingly engaged. 



6. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 1, said elongated 
body further comprising a planar shaped and elongated support ledge 
upon which is supported an unwound portion of the flexible material. 



7. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 6, said support 
ledge further comprising a contoured extending edge. 



8. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 6, the flexible 
material further including a plastic film wrap, said support ledge 



12/04/2009 



o 



Page 6 of 27 



further exhibiting properties for preventing the film wrap from 
adhering to the surface of the support ledge. 



9. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 1, each of said first 
and second roll supporting portions being integrally formed with said 
elongated body and being hingedly movable relative thereto by a 
living hinge. 



10. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 9, said first and 
second roll supporting portions further comprising first latching 
portions, said associated ends of said elongated body further 
comprising second latching portions which, upon pivoting of said roll 
supporting portions, interengage with said first latching portions. 



11. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 10, said first and 
second roll supporting portions each further comprising a planar 
portion from which projects a circular cross sectional shaped core 
support portion, a support tab projects from an associated edge of at 
least one of said planar portions and for assisting in supporting said 
assembly during automated end load cartoning of a loaded slide cutter 
assembly. 



12. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 11, said core 
support portion further comprising a tapered extending edge to 
facilitate guiding into the associated open ends of the roll core during 
engaging rotation of the roll supporting portions. 



13. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 1 1, said core 
support portion further comprising a conical shaped edge to facilitate 
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guiding into the associated open ends of the roll core during engaging 
rotation of the roll supporting portions. 



14. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 1 1, further 
comprising at least one dimple projecting from an outer face of each 
of said planar portions, said dimples assist in mechanically holding 
said assembly within a conventional carton interior associated with 
the material roll. 



15. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 5, further 
comprising first and second rail side supports secured atop said 
elongated body, said supports terminating in first and second end 
stops which, upon engagement of said rail, define abutting end 
locations of said traversable blade. 



16. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 8, said rail further 
comprising a co-extruded tacky material applied upon a top surface 
thereof for establishing film wrap attraction. 



17. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 1, further 
comprising a generally elongated and three dimensional shaped 
packaging, said cutter device being supported within an interior 
defined within said packaging and upon mounting the roll between the 
first and second supporting portions. 



18. A slide cutter assembly for use in sectioning lengths of a film 
wrap material drawn from a roll, the roll including a core having 
oppositely open ends, said assembly comprising: an elongated body 
having a first end and a second end, a planar shaped and elongated 
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support ledge being defined along an upper surface of said body; a 
first roll supporting portion located at a first end of said body and a 
second roll supporting portion located at a second end, said roll 
supporting portions each further comprising living hinges for 
permitting said supporting portions to be pivoted into opposingly 
engaging contact with the oppositely open ends of the film roll core 
and in order to rotatably secure the packaging roll to the elongated 
body; and a cutter assembly located along a lengthwise extending 
surface associated with said elongated body, said cutter assembly 
incorporating a traversable blade seated within an elongated rail 
secured upon said elongated body and for sectioning from the roll an 
unwound length of the material. 



19. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 18, said support 
ledge further comprising a contoured edge and exhibiting properties 
for preventing the film wrap from adhering to the surface of the 
support ledge. 



20. A slide cutter assembly for use in sectioning lengths of a flexible 
material drawn from a roll, the roll including a core having oppositely 
open ends, said assembly comprising: an elongated body; a first roll 
supporting portion located at a first end of said body and a second roll 
supporting portion located at a second end, each of said roll 
supporting portions further comprising a planar portion from which 
projects a circular cross sectional shaped core support portion, the 
oppositely open ends of the film roll core seating within said first and 
second core support portions and in order to rotatably secure the 
packaging roll to the elongated body; and a cutter assembly located 
along a lengthwise extending surface associated with said elongated 
body, said cutter assembly incorporating a traversable blade and 
associated rail portion for sectioning from the roll an unwound length 
of the material. 
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21. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 19, further 
comprising a generally elongated and three-dimensional shaped 
packaging, said cutter device being supported within an interior 
defined within said packaging and upon mounting the roll between the 
first and second supporting portions. 



22. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 20, said cutter 
assembly further comprising first and second offset track seating 
portions for facilitating translation of said blade a selected distance 
beyond an associated extending edge of said rail portion. 



23. A slide cutter assembly for use in sectioning lengths of a flexible 
material drawn from a roll, the roll including a core having oppositely 
open ends, a generally elongated and box-shaped container holding 
said roll, said assembly comprising: a planar shaped member secured 
to a front facing side of the box, said member including a top 
extending rail portion; and a cutter tab secured within said rail portion 
in traversable fashion and including first and second angled blades for 
sectioning lengths of the material drawn from the roll. 



24. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 23, further 
comprising a plurality of rivets for securing said extruded member to 
an inner facing surface of the box. 



25. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 23, said cutter tab 
further comprising a pair of offsetting end stop portions which, in 
combination with said top extending rail portion, permits said angled 
blades to extend a distance beyond an associated end of said top 
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extending rail portion. 



26. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 25, further 
comprising an end stop located at each end of said top rail extrusion 
and operable to maintain said cutter tab in place. 

27. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 23, further 
comprising roll supporting portions formed into sides of the carton 
and which assist in positionally and rotatably securing the roll of wrap 
material for selective unreeling and sectioning. 



28. The slide cutter assembly as described in claim 27, said roll 
supporting portions further comprising push-in tabs. 

Description 

[0001] CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0002] The present application claims the priority of U.S. Provisional 
Application Serial No. 60/388,038, filed Jun. 12, 2002, and entitled 
"Insertable Slide Cutter for Use with Wrap and Packaging Materials"; 
as well as the priority of U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 
60/397,961, filed Jul. 23, 2002, and entitled "Slide Cutter Assembly 
Incorporated Into a Container Configuration Which Holds and 
Dispenses a Roll of Packaging Materials"; as well as the priority of 
U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/401,683, filed Aug. 6, 
2002, and entitled "Slide Cutter Assembly for Use With a Roll of 
Packaging Materials"; as well as the priority of U.S. Provisional 
Application Serial No. 60/414,159, filed Sep. 27, 2002, and entitled 
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"Slide Cutter Insert Assembly with Configured Cutter Tab"; as well 
as the priority of U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/423,543, 
filed Nov. 4, 2002, and entitled "Slide Cutter Insert Assembly 
Including Gripping Tabs for Securing Within a Packaging Container 
Associated with a Roll of Wrap Material as Well as Latching Means 
for Fixedly Securing Hinged Roll Supporting Ends". 



FIELD OF THE INVENTION 



[0003] The present invention relates generally to slide cutter 
assemblies for use with severing unreeled sections of wrap material 
from a roll thereof. More particularly, the present invention discloses 
such a roll supporting slide cutter assembly incorporating a 
traversable cutter tab and which is in particular capable of being 
supported within a conventional carton enclosure associated with the 
roll of wrap material. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



[0004] The prior art is replete with examples of wrap dispensing and 
cutting devices, the purpose for which is to cut or section an unwound 
length of a packaging or covering type material. The most 
commonplace of such devices are typically provided as generally 
elongated and rectangular shaped packaging within which is held a 
suitable roll of material. A shelf edge of the packaging, typically 
revealed upon pivotally opening an associated lid, includes a serrated 
knife-edge such that, upon unwinding the desired length of packaging, 
the wrap may be biased against the knife edge and the unwound 
section removed. 
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[0005] Shortcomings associated with the conventionally known knife- 
edged packaging include the incidence of the unwound packaging not 
severing properly and/or becoming bunched or folded together. With 
particular regards again to such conventional types of packaging, this 
can result in the sectioned packaging being substantially rendered 
useless. 



[0006] Accordingly, attempts have been made in the relevant art to 
improve upon the sectioning and removal of such conventional 
packaging materials. One example of this is illustrated in U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,957,023, issued to Chen, and which teaches a plastic wrap 
dispenser with a battery-operated cutting device adapted for cutting a 
section of thin plastic wrap from the roll. The cutting device is fixed 
on a mount and is able to be slidably moved along a fixed track by 
way of a transmission mechanism activated by a battery-powered 
motor. 



[0007] A further example of a manually operable sectioning device is 
taught by U.S. Pat. No. 6,223,639, issued to Chen, and which teaches 
an aluminum foil safety fixture which utilizes a slide plate for 
gradually separating the foil. The slide plate includes arched pressing 
edge, fitted to a push unit installed with at least one pair of slide 
pressing rollers, and movably assembled in a slide rail associated with 
a main base unit. A supporting plate extends from the main base unit 
and a clasp plate can be directly fitted to a wall of the aluminum foil 
packaging box to facilitate unwinding and sectioning of lengths 
thereof. 



[0008] Similar to Chen U.S. Pat. No. 6,223,639, other and additional 
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examples of film cutting devices include U.S. Pat. No. 5,758,559, 
issued to Capitao, and U.S. Pat. No. 5,440,961, issued to Lucas, Jr., 
each of which include a track mechanism of some sort mounted in 
lengthwise extending fashion to an exposed shelf edge of a 
conventional packaging and including a type of button configured 
sectioning blade for traversing the length of the track mechanism over 
which is laid the packaging. 



[0009] Finally, an additional set of prior art references teach cutter 
assemblies in which a slide cutter according to some configuration is 
built into a housing, in turn configured to hold a roll of the wrap 
material. Examples of such assemblies include those disclosed in U.S. 
Pat. No. 6,105,481, issued to Schuler, U.S. Pat. No. 4,197,774, issued 
to Singh et al., and U.S. Pat. No. 4,156,382, issued to Baker. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



[0010] The present invention is a slide cutter assembly for use in 
sectioning lengths of a packaging material drawn from a conventional 
roll. The slide cutter assembly is also an improvement over prior art 
devices in that it is capable of supporting the roll of packaging 
material in secure and rotatable fashion, while at the same time 
capable of being supported, in a preferred embodiment, within a 
generally elongated and three-dimensional configuration of a carton- 
type product packaging associated with the roll of material. 



[001 1] The slide cutter assembly includes an elongated body having a 
top edge established by a perpendicularly extending film support 
ledge, a bottom edge, a first end and a second end. First and second 
roll supporting portions are, in the preferred embodiment, integrally 
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formed with the ends of the elongated body and are each typically 
interconnected with the main carrier body by means of a flexible and 
living hinge. 



[0012] Each of the roll supporting portions also includes a planar base 
support and a circular cross sectional shaped and extending core 
support portion. It is further envisioned that the extending core 
support portions are capable of being configured in any one of a 
number of different tapered or angled variants, the purpose of which is 
to facilitate seating within the associated open end of the roll holding 
the flexible material and such as during pivoting of the roll support 
portions relative to the main body. Interengaging latch portions 
establish the roll supporting portions in a substantially 90.degree. 
angle relative to the extending main body and such that the core 
support portions are seated within the oppositely extending and open 
ends of the roll of wrap material upon them being rotated into place. 



[0013] A cutter assembly extends in lengthwise fashion from an 
associated upper edge of the main planar shaped body. The cutter 
assembly is preferably secured in traversable fashion along an 
associated edge of the elongate main body. 



[0014] In the preferred embodiment, the cutter assembly includes a 
blade assembly exhibiting both a gripping portion and a track seating 
portion, between which is situated first and second angled blade 
edges. A rail, typically constructed of a coextruded plastic material, is 
mounted to an upper extending edge of the elongated body, typically 
by seating elongated and downwardly extending gripping portions 
associated with the rail upon projecting snap portions associated with 
the main body. The top surface of the rail may exhibit film attracting 
properties and in order to assist in drawing upon the rail any type of 
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either electrostatically attracting wrap material (such as again film 
wrap) or adhesively attracting material, and such as may be 
accomplished by applying a tacking material. 



[0015] An axially extending and interior channel is associated with 
the rail and within which is seated the track seating portion of the 
cutter assembly. End stops are further associated with the upper edge 
of the main body and, upon assembly of the rail, prevent inadvertent 
removal of the cutter tab from the rail. End stop geometry works in 
conjunction with the cutting tab design to maximize the width of the 
wrap that can be sectioned for a given slide cutter assembly width and 
by virtue of permitting the cutting tab to extend partially beyond the 
associated rail. 



[0016] In use, the roll of wrap material is mounted in rotatably 
supporting fashion between the roll supporting portions and such that 
the flexible material to be withdrawn (plastic wrap, foil, paper, etc.) is 
arrayed in either an over roll or under roll dispensing condition. It is 
also a preferred embodiment of the invention that the cutter assembly 
is capable of being supported within the confines of a conventional, 
three-dimensional and elongated carton, and with which the roll 
material is usually initially packaged. Upon withdrawing a desired 
area (length by width) of the flexible material, the cutter tab is 
actuated, substantially across the traversable length of the rail, and in 
order to section the desired area of material from the roll. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



[0017] Reference will now be made to the attached drawings, when 
read in combination with the following detailed description, wherein 
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like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the several 
views, and in which: 



[0018] FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of the insertables/iVfe 
cutter assembly in use with a roll of wrap material and supported 
within a conventional carton according to the present invention; 



[0019] FIG. 1A is a perspective illustration of the slide cutter 
assembly according to an alternate configuration and which in 
particular illustrates the manner in which the cutting tab with offset 
track seating portions is capable of displacing a selected distance 
beyond an outermost edge of an associated rail support; 



[0020] FIG. IB is an enlarged end view in perspective of the slide 
cutter assembly illustrated in FIG. 1A; 



[0021] FIG. 2 is an exploded view in perspective of the insertable 
slide cutter assembly according to FIG. 1 and illustrating the features 
of the cutting tab, extruded plastic rail and main carrier according to 
the present invention; 



[0022] FIG. 3 is a sectional view of a roll supporting spool holder in 
hinged relationship with the main carrier body and further illustrating 
the film support ledge of the main carrier in addition to the features of 
the end stop and rail side supports according to the present invention; 



[0023] FIG. 4 is a sectional illustration of a variation of the roll 
supporting portion and main carrier body shown in FIG. 3, and further 
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illustrating the support portion exhibiting an increased length of lead- 
in edge in order to provide guiding support of the product roll core 
during the 90.degree. rotation of the support portion relative to the 
main carrier body; 



[0024] FIG. 5 is a still further variation in sectional illustration of a 
selected and hinged associated roll support portion, and showing a 
conical addition to the support portion in order again to provide a 
guide into the product roll core during the 90.degree. rotation of the 
support portion relative to the main carrier body; 

[0025] FIG. 6 is a sectional view of the cutter knob mounted in 
traversable fashion within the co-extruded rail and according to the 
present invention; 

[0026] FIG. 6A is a perspective view of a cutter tab according to a 
modified variant of the present invention; 



[0027] FIG. 6B is a bottom view of the cutter tab illustrated in FIG. 
6A and further showing the offset configuration of the track seating 
portion and in order to permit the cutter tab to translate a partial 
distance beyond the associated rail; 



[0028] FIG. 6C is a side elevational view of the cutting tab illustrated 
in FIGS. 6A and 6B; 



[0029] FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a combination rail and cutting 
tab arrangement mounted directly to such as a wall of a cardboard roll 
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supporting container; 



[0030] FIG. 8 is an enlarged end perspective of the arrangement 
illustrated in FIG. 7 and again showing the ability of the cutter tab 
with offset track seating portions to displace a preselected distance 
beyond the associated end of a rail support; and 



[0031] FIG. 9 is a rotated perspective illustration, showing a roll 
supporting carton container in phantom, and again illustrating the 
combination rail and cutting tab according to the embodiment of FIG. 
7 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



[0032] Referring to FIG. 1, a slide cutter assembly is illustrated at 10 
for use in rotatably supporting and sectioning lengths of packaging 
material associated with a wound roll 12 of such material. As 
described previously, the present invention is an improvement over 
prior art devices in that it is capable of supporting the roll of 
packaging material in secure and rotatable fashion, either in an over 
dispensing or under dispensing condition, this further being a variable 
of the direction in which the leading edge of the roll unreels. 



[0033] Additionally, the slide cutter assembly 10 is capable of 
functioning alone with the wound roll 12 of packaging material 
supported thereupon or, alternatively, may be inserted in substantially 
contained fashion within the generally elongated and three- 
dimensional configuration of the product packaging. The carton, 13, 
as shown in phantom at 13 in FIG. 1, includes three elongated and 
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interconnecting sides 14, 16 and 18, a fourth side 20 hingedly 
connected along side edge 18, such that the fourth side 20 defines a lid 
and further includes an angled end flap 22. Although not clearly 
illustrated in FIG. 1, the carton also includes ends, which interconnect 
with the three elongated sides 14, 16 and 18, and a representative end 
is shown at 24. To again confirm what has been previously explained, 
the slide cutter assembly can function either as an insert within the 
conventional wrap carton or, alternatively, can operate exclusive of 
the carton and such as further by either mounting the assembly upon 
any suitable surface or utilizing the assembly in a free standing and 
supported manner. 



[0034] Referring again both to the assembled view of FIG. 1 and the 
exploded view of FIG. 2, the assembly 10 includes an elongated body, 
referenced generally at 24 in FIG. 2. The body 24 defines a main 
portion of the slide cutter assembly and is usually constructed of a 
suitable and molded material, although it is further understood that 
other materials can also be utilized within the scope of the invention. 



[0035] The elongate extending length of the main body may include 
(without limitation) apertured portions, such as illustrated by inner 
facing surfaces 26, 28 and 30, and in order to reduce weight and 
material investment. Additional features include an upper ledge 32, 
with contoured edge surface 33, typically supported at 34 and 36 (see 
again FIG. 2) relative the main body, and upwardly projecting snap 
portions 38, 40 and 42, extending from a base surface 44 (again FIG. 
2) of the main body which facilitates installation of an attachable rail 
atop the base surface 44. Also extending upwardly from the main 
carrier body 24 are first and second end stops 46 and 48 and which (as 
will be further described in greater detail) maintain the cutting tab (to 
be further disclosed) within the cutter assembly, while maximizing the 
width of film that can be cut for any given slide cutter assembly 
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width. 



[0036] A pair of roll supporting portions are illustrated generally at 50 
and 52, see again as best shown in FIG. 2 as well as in FIG. 3, and 
according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention. Each of 
the roll supporting portions 50 and 52 includes a planar disposed 
portion, see at 54 and 56 respectively, as well as a circular cross 
sectional shaped and projecting core support portion, see at 58 and 60. 



[0037] As further shown in FIG. 1, a representation of a roll of 
flexible material is shown and includes oppositely open core ends (see 
at 62 in FIG. 1) as well as an unreeled area of material, see at 64. As 
again described previously, the flexible material is most broadly 
described as including any suitable material capable of being 
dispensed from a roll, such further including plastic (film) wrap, foil, 
paper or any other suitable material. 



[0038] The roll supporting portions 50 and 52 are pivotally secured to 
the opposite ends of the main body 24 by virtue of living hinges, see 
at 66 and 68 respectively. First and second pairs of latching portions 
are associated with each of the first and second roll supporting 
portions 50 and 52, and such is further illustrated at 70 and 72 for roll 
supporting portion 50 and at 74 and 76 for roll supporting portion 52. 



[0039] Each of the latching portions 70 and 74 are constructed 
according to a first configuration with a male projecting portion and 
by which they are respectively seated between pairs of spaced apart 
and biasing members associated with the latching portions 72 and 76. 
In this fashion, and as is best illustrated in FIG. 1, the roll supporting 
portions 50 and 52 are rotated inwardly to approximately a 90.degree. 
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angular orientation relative to the main carrier body 24, at which point 
the projecting core support portions 58 and 60 seat within the 
oppositely open ends of the roll of material and to thereby rotatably 
support the roll of material upon the assembly 10. Also shown at 78 
and 80 (see FIGS. 1 and 5) are gripping dimples which project from 
an outer face of each of the planar portions 54 and 56 and which 
function to assist in mechanically holding the cutter assembly 10 
within the conventional carton interior (see again FIG. 1) and during 
use. 



[0040] It is further understood that the slide cutter assembly, while 
preferably being capable of shipped in a substantially flattened 
condition and such as is permitted by the rotatable roll supporting 
portions, can also incorporate other suitable roll supporting portions, 
such as those which are not connected by living hinges, but rather are 
flexibly connected to the ends of the main carrier body 24, and 
without the additional need of latching portions, and such that they are 
already substantially in their perpendicular angular relationship. It is 
envisioned that, in such an application, the roll supporting ends are 
simple biasingly flexed to seat over the open core ends of the roll. 



[0041] As best illustrated in FIG. 2, an elongated rail is generally 
illustrated at 82. The rail is preferably constructed of an extruded 
plastic material or materials, such as constructed from an ABS, PVC 
or other suitable material. It is also contemplated that the rail may be 
constructed from other materials, either machined, molded or formed 
by conventional process techniques, and which are contemplated to be 
within the scope of the present invention. The rail 82 includes, as is 
best shown in cross section, an interior upper channel 84 
communicable with a top surface of the rail by a gap 86, and as well 
as a pair of downwardly extending and elongated/biasing gripping 
portions 88 and 90. 
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[0042] A cutter assembly is provided in combination with the 
attachable and elongated rail and such includes the provision of a 
cutter tab assembly 92 (see again FIG. 2). In a preferred embodiment, 
the cutting tab 92 includes a stainless steel blade having oppositely 
angled edges 94 and 96, a first or upper gripping portion 98 (typically 
economically configured) and a second or lower track seating portion 
100, and which is configured for inserting in end fashion within the 
interior channel 84 of the elongated rail 82. As will be further 
explained in reference to FIGS. 6A-6C, as well as FIGS. 1A and IB, 
the lower track seating portion preferably incorporates offset seating 
portions in order to enable it to extend a partial end distance beyond 
an associated rail support. However, and for purposes of FIG. 6 only, 
it is also understood that the track seating portion can adopt any 
configuration, such as including a smooth and substantially "U" end 
sectional shape as illustrated. 



[0043] The cutter tab blade is constructed so that it lies symmetrical 
about a vertical centerline established by the tab cutter and thereby so 
that it, upon being installed within the rail, is traversable in both 
directions to cut the flexible material. The blade may further be made 
from other materials such as carbon steel, plastic or any other material 
that will enable a smooth cut of the product being severed. 



[0044] In use, the cutter tab 92 is first mounted in its end inserting 
fashion within the rail 82, the rail then being attached in seating 
fashion upon the surface 44 of the main carrier body 24 and by 
biasingly/snappingly engaging the downwardly extending gripping 
portions 88 and 90 upon the upwardly projecting snap portions 38, 40 
and 42 and further such that the rail 82 is rendered more rigid by 
being secured atop the main carrier body and seated between the 
closed end stops 46 and 48. The traversable path of the cutter tab 92 is 
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such that it extends a selected distance beyond an end of the unreeled 
flexible (wrap) material 64 and to facilitate complete cutting of the 
wrap material in end-to-end fashion. 



[0045] The top surface of the rail 82, in proximity to the blade 
traversing gap 86, operates to attract the unreeled surface of the 
flexible material and in order to facilitate the operation of the cutter 
tab 92. In particular, the rail may include the application of a tacky 
surface and which serves to hold such as a film material for cutter, as 
well as to keep the film at a convenient and consistent location so that 
it can be acquired for a succeeding cut. The rail may also include the 
provision of a tacky or, alternately, application of electrostatic 
attracting properties in order to draw or adhere such as a film wrap 
layer thereupon. It is also contemplated that the ledge, 32, may also be 
roughened or otherwise material selected to make it unattractive (non- 
adhering) to the product being severed. 



[0046] The plastic portion associated with the cutter tab 92 is further 
preferably constructed of a High Impact Polystyrene (HIPS) material 
and in order to provide a safe human interface to the angled surfaces 
of the cutting blade. Insert molding of the blade within the cutter tab is 
preferred, but the blade may also be inserted within molded pieces 
which are then glued, ultrasonically welded, or similarly joined 
together to secure the blade. Plastic blades may be molded as an 
integral part of, and at the same time as, the rest of the cutter tab. It is 
also envisioned that the bottom of the track seating portion 100 of the 
cutter tab may be designed such that the tab can extend partially past 
each of the end stops 46 and 48 (see FIG. 6) of the carrier and in an 
attempt to limit the overall length of the conventional box design. 



[0047] Referring to FIG. 4, a sectional illustration of a variation of the 
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roll supporting portion and main carrier body previously shown in 
FIG. 3 is further illustrated. Of note, the circular cross sectional and 
projecting core support portion 102 exhibits an increasing length lead- 
in edge (see edge taper 104) in order to provide guiding support of the 
product roll core during the 90.degree. rotation of the support portion 
relative to the main carrier body. Also illustrated at 106 in FIG. 4 is a 
support tab which extends normally from an end face of the planar 
portions associated with an end supports and which, in the engaged 
position of FIG. 1, assists in supporting the slide cutter assembly in 
level fashion, and as the assembly is end loaded into a carton. 



[0048] Referring to FIG. 5, a still further variation in sectional 
illustration is shown of a selected and hingedly associated roll 
supporting portion. In particular, and in contrast to the illustrations of 
either FIGS. 3 or 4, FIG. 5 shows a conical addition 108 to an 
associated and pivotable roll support holder 110 in order again to 
provide a guide into the product roll core during the 9020 rotation of 
the support portion relative to the main carrier body. 



[0049] Referring now to FIGS. 6A-6C, a preferred variation 112 is 
illustrated of a cutter tab according to the present invention and which 
was previously alluded to in the above-referenced description of FIG. 
6. The cutter tab 1 12 is similar to that previously illustrated and 
described at 92 in FIG. 2, and includes such common features as an 
upper and ergonomically configured gripping portion 114 and a blade 
(steel, plastic or otherwise) exhibiting oppositely angled and cutting 
edges 116 and 118. In the preferred embodiment, a stainless steel 
blade is molded into a plastic holder and is configured so as to be 
symmetrical about a vertical centerline, enabling it to cut in both 
traversable directions. 
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[0050] Of note, the preferred embodiment of the cutter tab 1 12 further 
includes a lower track seating portion having first 120 and second 122 
angularly offset portions. The purpose of the offset portions 120 and 
122, as previously described, is to facilitate the translation of the 
cutter tab 1 12 a partial distance beyond an edge of an associated rail 
(not shown) and to ensure complete sectioning of a length of wrap 
material. Additionally, the configuration of the offsetting portions 120 
and 122 is such that the overall length of the box enclosure can be 
minimized and further that, upon sliding the tab into the rail 82 
extrusion with top extending slot 86, the cutting tab is securely 
captured into the assembly. Reference is further made to the 
illustrations of FIGS. 1A and IB which present a first overall and 
second enlarged end perspective of a slide cutter assembly according 
to a further preferred embodiment and by which a selected offset 
seating portion (120 or 122) is permitted to extend a selected distance 
beyond an associated end of the rail support 82 and selected end stop 
(46 or 48). 



[0051] As also illustrated at 124 and 126 in FIGS. 6A and 6C, rivets 
124 and 126 can be formed in the sides of the cutter tab 1 12 and in 
order to secure the blade (see edges 116 and 1 18) in place. As further 
illustrated in FIG. 6A, a thermal riveting process, as well as any type 
of mechanical riveting process, may be employed for securing the 
blade within the tab assembly. 



[0052] Referring now to FIGS. 7-9, a series of rotated perspective 
views are shown of a combination rail and cutting tab arrangement 
mounted directly to a wall of a roll supporting container, such as again 
may be formed of a cardboard or other suitable material. FIG. 7 
illustrates at 124 a first perspective view of a combination rail and 
cutting tab arrangement mounted directly to such as the wall of a 
cardboard roll supporting container 13 and such has been previously 
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substantially described and illustrated in FIG. 1 A. 



[0053] In particular, an extruded, and typically planar shaped, member 
is illustrated at 126 and is attached, such as directly to an inside 
surface of a front side 14 of the cardboard box in, one preferred 
arrangement, by a plurality of rivets 128. It is also understood that the 
extruded slide cutter piece 126 can alternatively be attached by such 
as gluing, stapling, or otherwise affixing to the box front. 



[0054] As is also illustrated in the enlarged perspective of FIG. 8, 
again shown is the cutter tab assembly 1 12 as described in FIGS. 6A- 
6C. Upon being mounted within a rail portion 130 forming a top 
extending edge of the extrusion 126, the cutter tab 1 12 with offset 
track seating portions 120 and 122 displaces a preselected distance 
beyond the associated end of the rail support extrusion 130. Although 
not further illustrated, it is understood that a stop is added to each end 
of the top rail extrusion 130 and in order to maintain the tab in place. 



[0055] Also illustrated in phantom in FIGS. 7 and 8 is one of two roll 
supporting portions, see at 132, which are formed into the sides of the 
carton and which assist in positionally and rotatably securing the roll 
of wrap material for selective unreeling and sectioning. It is further 
understood that the roll supporting portions can be provided as push- 
in tabs (see further at 134) which maintain the roll sufficiently in 
place. Although further not shown, it is also understood that the carton 
design of FIGS. 7-9 can include the top extending shelf or ledge with 
contoured edge surfaces (see such as at 32 and 33 in FIG. 1) and it is 
desired that the roll of material is held in a direction toward the rear of 
the container in order to prevent the roll from repositioning under the 
slide cutter or top extending shelf. 
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[0056] Having described the presently preferred embodiments, it is to 
be understood that alternative embodiments may be incorporated 
without deviating from the scope of the appended claims. In 
particular, the shaping of the blade assembly 32 may be altered to any 
desired configuration and may further contemplate the incorporation 
of a designer button or the like. 



[0057] As also previously described, the assembly can be constructed 
so that it is capable of being shipped in a substantially flattened 
configuration, through the use of the living hinges, and such as is 
further loaded into an existing carton packaging and along with the 
roll of wrap material. It is also envisioned that the assembly can be 
constructed as multiple components according to any type of 
manufacturing, e.g., extrusion molding, etc. 



[0058] It is also contemplated that the slide cutter assembly can be 
constructed integrally with the box carton, within which the roll of 
wrap material is held. Such a configuration may further include the 
provision of the cutter tab and rail incorporated into a wall of the box, 
and combined with the provision of the roll supporting supports built 
directly into the sides of the box. 
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From: McGrath, Nathaniel 

Sent: Wednesday, May 14, 2008 9:13 AM 

To: Powers, John; Scoledes, Jim; Webb, Joe; Vegliante, Paul 

Cc: Ariza, Patti 

Subject: RE: Wal-Mart & Sams dub 
John 

Paul Warnica sent me a note with all the web site and I just added a few comments. 

If you require any further information please let me know. 

Nat 

From: Warnica, Paul 

Sent: Tuesday, May 13, 2008 6:07 PM 

To: McGrath, Nathaniel 

Subject: Competitive Slide Cutters 



I've redone me email to include a 6 th company supplying slide cutters; Durable Packaging International. 



The Rollosheets link is no longer active so I went to Pliant's (U.S) page. Under the Wrap-It link they describe a 
"serrated blade and slide cutter mechanism" as being available. There are no pictures or further product 
descriptions provided. I have never seen a Wrap-It box with a slide cutter (other than ours). 
www.pliantcorD.com 

(McGrath, Nathaniel] _ 
Pliant uses the Zip safe blade to go to market with 2 items. 
12"x3000' Kirkland Brand and 11x1000' Vita Wrap. J 



Their web page provides a product description, picture and code for their "Purity Wrap Safety Cutter". It comes in 
a 30 pack and is available in 12, 18 and 24" widths. From the photo it seems very similar to our slide cutter. I've 
never seen one in the field. I've left a message for Barry, though have not heard back. 
[McGrath, Nathaniel] , 
A coupjeo fthe OPCO bran ches of Svsco bj ^ A n c nocSU^ Cuter type blade , j 

www.anchorpackaqina.com 

3. Western Plastics 

They have, what appear to be, our old yellow slide cutters listed on their web site. They offer 12 and 18" widths. 
www.wplastics.com 

[McGrath, Nathaniel] 



Nat, 
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Western does make the blade available, all though I've never seen one in our market 

4. Reynolds 

There are no cutter options offered on their Canadian site other than the "Grit Edge". I know they approached 
Sysco Peterborough several years ago with a version of our slide cutter , though apparently it didn't work very 
well, and in fact they refused to leave them a sample. Other than the one I saw in our office, I have never seen 
their slide cutter in the field. 
www.reynoldsfoodpackaging.cgi 

[McGrath, Nathaniel] 

Reynolds doesn't go to market here in Canada with a Slide Cutter type blade. 

5. Ralston 

Their PE cutter box is still listed on their web site. It comes with a "safety slider cutter blade". A former Ralston rep 
told me that they are no longer pushing this product 



[McGrath, Nathaniel] 

3 years ago Ralston came to market with a polyethylene based film in 11"and17"x2500' dispenser/ Slide Cutter 
type blade. 

They never got a 2 nd order and we have seen or heard of them in 2 years. 
We sold Ralston 650,000 lbs of PVC last year through Trinity plastic. 

6. Durable packaging Inf I 

Although their web site doesn't mention them, their price list clearly lists a "safety slide cutter disp box". Available 

in 12, 18 and 24" widths. There are no pictures on their brochure so I can't tell if they are adhesive blades, tfjfiyjjh 

ift hey ship with each box they most likely ar e. 

www.durablepackaging.com 

[McGrath, Nathaniel] 

We haven't seen a box in our market yet 



From: Powers, John 

Sent: Saturday, May 10, 2008 4:38 PM 

To: Scoledes, Jim; McGrath, Nathaniel; Webb, Joe; Vegliante, Paul 
Cc: Ariza, Path" 

Subject: RE: Wal-Mart & Sams Club 
Lets discuss our Canada patent approval 

1. cease & desist 

2. royalties 



paul v have u gotten direction from our lawyers? 



From: Scoledes, Jim 

Sent: Thursday, May 08, 2008 3:44 PM 

To: McGrath, Nathaniel 

Cc: Powers, John; Scoledes, Jim 

Subject: Wal-Mart & Sams Cub 

Hello Nat, 



Paul 
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Can you advise me as to who the current vendors are to Wal-Mart and Sam's Club in Canada? 

A sample of each would be appreciated. 

Thanks, 
Jim Scoledes 
124 San Remo Drive 
Islamorada, Fl. 33036 

305-607-4136 
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